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later, under his pontifical rule, were very largely to transform the Curia from
a centre of aristocratic favouritism and close prelatial patronage, to a cor-
poration of scholars and expert officials. Among those whom the Pope sum-
moned to Rome after his election (1700) was Fn Joseph Maria, whom he
made one of the Consultors of the Congregation of Rites. Fr. Joseph, in
addition to his great linguistic reputation, was now further well-known for
three principal works, all of them abounding in that minute and extensive
learning which the scholars of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
knew so well how to set forth. The first of these productions was his
Codices Sacramentorum nonagentis Annis Vetustiores (Rome 1680), a doctrinal
literary monument to which subsequent authorities on the subject, from Pere
Chardon, O.S.B, (d. 1771) downward, owe deep obligation. The same can
be said with reference to the Institutiones Theologies Antiquorum Patrum> in
three volumes (8vo, 1709-12), which in this, the period of theological decay,
did much to confirm the orthodox in the great battle against the Jansenists
and the (Cartesian) school of pseudo-mystics. Church music also received
a notable and eminently useful contribution from the same active and
able pen in the Responsalia et Antiphonaria Roman x E celesta y a quarto
volume which appeared in 1686.
While he was enriching the Catholic world with these learned exposi-
tions, and greatly aiding the Congregation of Rites by his practical wisdom
and wide acquaintance with the ceremonies and ritual of the Church, Fr.
Tomasi continued to lead the same mortified life that had been his in the
cloister. He literally distributed all he possessed to relieve the poor, and
very soon the portals of the official residence of the Consultor became
more remarkable for the crowd of needy persons who thronged their
precincts, than for the showy assemblage of glass coaches and gorgeous
liveries of Cardinals and great prelates. It is said that in six months Fr.
Tomasi gave away over four thousand gold scudi (ecus d'or) in charity
alone ! Others besides foreign visitors to Rome condemned this whole-
sale distribution of alms, a custom which so long made the holy city
notorious for the number of its mendicant impostors and sturdy beggars,
but even if the result was not always for the good, there can be no doubt
as to the absolute single-heartedness and true charity which prompted the
holy giver in this particular instance, and after all, it is the intention which
matters,1
The great learning and distinguished piety of the Consultor, in due
1 The kindness of the Roman prelates, nobility and gentry tq the poor was really
remarkable. During the eighteenth century and maybe later, it was the common custom
to have the child of high-born parents held at the font by a beggar, who received a
rich reward for this sponsorship. See Rome : its Princes, Priests and People, vol. ii. pp. xi<M I.
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